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BRAMLEY UPDATE
			August 2023

News from Bramley and Grafham brought to you by Bramley Parish Council

Welcome to Bramley Update!  Something you'd like to put into the next edition, or comments about what you'd like to see in it?  Email bramleyupdate@gmail.com. 

Friends or family in Bramley?  Think they'd like to see this email?  Please suggest they subscribe (see below).  Do you belong to a society or club?  You can use this to publicise your events.  There’s no charge for subscribing or contributing to Bramley Update.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
· Bramley Library Open Week - Tuesday 8th August - Saturday 12th August
· Saturday 2nd September - Bramley Village Society annual Ploughman’s Lunch 12.30pm to 2.30pm at St Catherine’s Preparatory School, Station Road, Bramley. All are welcome. 

WHAT’S HAPPENED?

Bramley Parish Council update 
At the Parish Council meeting in July, a number of matters were discussed, including:
· At the last full Council meeting amendments to the Constitution for Waverley Borough Council planning committees were voted in - so now an application needs ten objections (previously it was 5) before it is called in for scrutiny by the Planning Committee. For major planning applications, 20 objections (formerly 10) are needed. Councillor Austin stated that Councillors are able to call contentious applications to committee even without the requisite number of objections if there are sufficient planning grounds.
· Councillor Austin also reported that plans to produce a new Local Plan pt1 running from 2023-2043 were signed off at Council. This will take a number of years to create, estimated to be 2028 minimum. 
· A ban regarding dog fouling measures is now being enforced at Chestnut Way playground and Eastwood Rd playground.
· Councillor Austin reported that Wonersh United Reformed Church, which houses a preschool on site, is facing possible closure. Low attendance, only five individuals attend, three of whom reside in Bramley, adds to the concerns. However, it was acknowledged that the church holds significant importance as a community asset for both Bramley and Wonersh. Efforts will be made to assess the situation and engage the communities to preserve the church's values and determine the best course of action.
· Councillor Austin reported that The Environment Agency continues to investigate the petrol station and surrounds regarding the leak and smell of fuel. The petrol station now has appointed subcontractors to investigate who, working with the EA, over the course of July drilled sample boreholes in and around the filling station, reaching a depth of six meters. The EA has confirmed the presence of hydrocarbons consistent with motor fuel in the ground and the purpose of the boreholes is to test where and how the fuel is travelling. The petrol station owner asserts that the fuel is historic. Additionally, the sensor results from Jolly Farmer have also been received, revealing the presence of hydrocarbons associated with petrol. The authorities mentioned that despite the unpleasant odour, the detected levels were not hazardous, providing some reassurance. With the return of rain the fuel smell has periodically returned and is being monitored. A hydrocarbon capture device has also been placed in Bramley stream. Councillor Austin further mentioned that she and Jeremy Hunt MP had received an offer for a meeting with the area director of the Environment Agency. Given the complexity of the investigations and involvement of multiple parties in the matter, they intend to take up this offer to obtain a comprehensive update at the earliest opportunity.
WHAT'S HAPPENING?

Bramley Library Open Week Tuesday 8th - Saturday 12th August
From Tuesday 8th August until Saturday 12th August Bramley Library is delighted to announce that we are holding an Open Week. Every day there will be activities for you to enjoy plus the bonus of free hot drinks and biscuits. 

As well as our usual favourites of RhymeTime and StoryTime & Art for our younger visitors there are sessions which we hope will appeal to a wide audience. Perhaps you'd like an introductory lesson in knitting and crocheting? Or Mah Jong? Or have the scope of the Ancestry family history site demonstrated to you? Or take part in an Art class with Mary Hainline? And lest you think we may have forgotten about the books, a session of personal recommendations for future reads? 

The team of volunteers who run the library look forward to welcoming our regulars but we hope people who rarely or never have visited our village library will come and see what a fantastic resource our library is, dip into a special session and linger over refreshments. A timetable of events is below.

TUESDAY: 10.30 - 12 noon Storytime & Art activity for 4-8 year olds (sign up at the library). 2.30 - 4.00 Adult library: "What should I read next?"
WEDNESDAY: 10.30 - 12 noon Drawn together by Art using different media with Bramley artist, Mary Hainline (for adults)
THURSDAY: 10.30 - 12 noon Knitwits - learn to knit/crochet (all ages) and/or Mah Jong (tile-based game for adults). 2.30 - 4.00 Paper Crafts (including making a hedgehog)
FRIDAY: 11.00 - 12 noon Rhymetime for babies and toddlers. 2.30 - 4.00 Tracing your family history on Ancestry
SATURDAY: 10.30 - 12 noon Lego - book and pay on Brilliant Bricks website www.brilliantbricks.co.uk/haslemere
Eastwood Road Playground
We have now been set-up our Eastwood Road Playground fundraising and work committee - the goal is to get the playground refurbished as soon as possible. Although Bramley Parish Council has some CIL money to put towards this (and also will apply for grants), the cost of refurbishment is significant - it will be in the order of £60-70,000 to do the work. Therefore as a community we will need to fundraise together to achieve this.. 
Please do give some consideration to joining this committee - especially if you have young children and want to see the playground work done ASAP. Please email clerk@bramleyparish.co.uk to express your interest, thank you.


Vandalism and Anti Social behaviour in Bramley
Bramley is experiencing an uptick in antisocial behaviour and vandalism, there has been a lot of graffiti especially around the train shelter and downslink.
Every incident is being reported and will be dealt with by the police.
If you see anything please report it directly to the police and let Bramley Parish Council know - clerk@bramleyparish.co.uk
Our community does not and will not accept this.

Ploughman's Lunch - Saturday 2nd September - 12:30pm to 2:30pm
Come and meet your fellow Bramley residents whilst enjoying a simple lunch of bread, cheese, pork pie and salad with a glass of Bramley cider, wine or soft drink.
The Bramley Village Society holds the lunch annually as a social event for all residents of the parish. This year the lunch is being held in the garden of St Catherine's Preparatory School ,Station Road, Bramley, by kind permission of St. Catherine’s School.
This is a family event and caters for all generations. There will be competitions for the children.
Admission fee £6, to include lunch and your first drink. Children age 11 and under free entry.
Please bring CASH for your admission, raffle etc.
If you would like to assist with running this event, please contact Richard Farr on 01483 893905, email bramleyvillagesociety@gmail.com

Gosden Common Pumping Station Repaired
On 24th July residents of Gosden Common finally received some good news following the leak at this site and months of work to fix blockages in the system. Thames Water advised us that they carried out a storm simulation a fortnight ago at the pumping station; the pump and the sewer system coped with the excess throughput. As a result, the tankers have been stood down; we are very hopeful this is the end of the matter. This has been a very challenging situation for residents of Gosden Common over the last 6 months. 

News from Bramley History Society
Bramley has an interesting history and Bramley History Society was established in 1994 to research our past.  Our findings have informed various displays over the years and our publication ‘The Bramley Record’ has had articles on individuals, such as Gertrude Jekyll (who lived in Bramley Park for 20 years from 1848 and has left us her memories of the village in her childhood) and Charlotte Sutherland (who also came here in 1848 and lived in Church House but died 4 years later having funded the building of the North aisle of the church, the village school and the now demolished Vicarage and Cemetery Chapel). 
For the millennium we had a project, SNAP 2000, and now have a photographic record of all the buildings in the parish. 
However if we do not get some new volunteers to join the committee we will have no option but to go into ‘hibernation’ after our AGM in the autumn.  It does not require a great deal of time and the 4 public meetings a year which we have had could be dispensed with - though this would be a pity as we have had some very interesting talks over the years. 
Please get in touch with Patricia Pratt, Chairman, ericpkp14@gmail.com or ring 01483 893273

News from South West Surrey Citizens Advice
The cost-of-living crisis is making life difficult for many, but if you find managing your mental health a challenge, you could be especially impacted by what Citizens Advice call the Mental Health Premium, and you may not be getting the best from your service providers. We can help you to identify and access the support you need. To find out what the Mental Health Premium is and see an example of how it can affect vulnerable customers, follow the link here. https://mcusercontent.com/f13cbe86b42db670ac32283a6/files/3161c64a-f8cc-d4d2-c19f-95deb635284a/Citizens_advice_mental_health.pdf
Adviceline contact by phone (free)
Tel 0808 278 7980 for those living in Waverley
Tel 0808 278 7888 for those living in Guildford and Ash
All offices and outreaches will be open as usual and you can use the new website www.casws.org.uk to check opening times, use the on-line message (e-mail) enquiry form and get self-help

News from Holy Trinity, Bramley
Please feel free to contact the Revd Andy Davis revd.andydavis@gmail.com  
07709919602   01483892109
Our Monthly Sunday Lunches
The next lunch is on Sunday 13th August in our Parish Room at 12.30pm. The cost will be £12. It will be a cold buffet. Coronation Chicken, Poached Salmon, Vegetarian Quich - with accompaniments and a selection of desserts. For catering we ask that you please sign the list that will be available at the back of the church, please sign up as soon as you can. We look forward to seeing you!

Children's Service
We had a lovely service on 9th July. It was so good to welcome the children and their families! The next Service is on Sunday 17th September. 
Poster on on our website: https://www.holytrinitybramley.org.uk/welcome.htm
In a reversal of a common formula: 
"adults are welcome, if they are accompanying children"(!)
 
Would you like to receive their weekly email, with the church news? If so, please email Andy:revd.andydavis@gmail.com
Do have a look at our re-vamped Website, for all church and community information
https://www.holytrinitybramley.org.uk/ 
You can also find "Holy Trinity Bramley" on Facebook.
Love and blessings to everyone.....
News from St Andrew’s, Grafham
There is a service every Sunday at St Andrew’s at 10.45am.
Everybody is always very welcome at any of the services.
6th August at 6pm Evensong Followed by drinks plus bread and cheese.
3rd September at 6pm Songs of Praise. An opportunity to sing favourite hymns followed by drinks and nibbles.

Please see the website www.standrewsgrafham.org.uk for more details or contact the Revd Camilla White on camillaezwhite@gmail.com or 01483 892645.
Saturday September 9th 10am - 4pm. Heritage Open Day
The Church will be open to welcome visitors and guide you to the ornate & tantalising details of this wonderful Victorian Heritage building.
Enjoy discovering this ‘Love Letter in Stone’ and learning more about the renowned architect Henry Woodyer who was responsible for this Church. Perhaps indulge in some of our delicious light refreshments in the peace & tranquility of our churchyard with views to the Surrey Hills.
Parking available 300 yards away at the Grafham Rooms.
Ride & Stride for Surrey Churches. Saturday September 9th
St Andrew’s Church will be open between 10am - 4pm, to welcome those on Bike or Walking to raise money for the Surrey Churches Preservation Trust & participating Churches
The Church is a building of national architectural & historic importance. It is in urgent need of work to consolidate it’s structure & protect the decorative treasures within. If any Riders or Walkers would care to participate in this event & raise money through sponsorship for St Andrew’s Church further information can be obtained from St Andrew’s Church Website www.standrewsgrafham.org.uk, Barbara Salvage email bjsalvage@btinternet.com. Stuart White email stuartwhite2023@gmail.com. Tel. 01483 892645. 
The idea is that Cyclists and Walkers are given a list of churches and chapels in their area of choice. They map out their own route to pedal or walk to places of Christian worship having arranged to be sponsored by friends for a fixed sum or donation per church visited. The money collected is divided in two with half going to the church or chapel of the cyclist’s or walker’s choice, the other half is retained by the Surrey Churches Preservation Trust for distribution to churches in need.
This is an annual event in Surrey. Ride & Stride is a fun way to spend time on a pleasant Saturday while getting to know some Surrey places of Christian worship and raising funds for this worthy cause. Why not make up a group and join in this year! The contact names above can provide you with a list of participating churches and chapels together with sponsorship forms.
Supporters who prefer not to ‘ride or stride’, please consider sponsoring volunteers involved in this important event.
Light refreshment will be available for those participating in this event and toilet facilities are available at this location.
If commencing at St Andrew’s Church, there is parking available 300 yards away at the Grafham Rooms.
Bramley Update is usually circulated between the 4th and 7th of each month.  If you have a contribution to the content of a future issue, please send it to bramleyupdate@gmail.com by the end of the preceding month.
Details about future events taking place in Bramley and its immediate vicinity are welcome, as are news items that would be of interest to residents of Bramley.  Adverts for job opportunities and information about events outside of our area will not be published.
 
Best wishes
 
Bramley Parish Council
www.bramleyparish.co.uk


If you wish to SUBSCRIBE, email bramleyupdate@gmail.com including your name and address in the email.

If you wish to discuss any matters with a parish councillor, their full contact details are available on the parish website www.bramleyparish.co.uk.

Bramley Update is intended to be as accurate as possible but readers should satisfy themselves before relying on the information, not least because dates do change.  The content does not necessarily represent the views or policies of Bramley Parish Council unless specifically identified as such.
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